
LIPH Units Slated for Conversion
The Housing Commission plans 
to convert all of our remaining 
Low-Income Public Housing 
developments to Section 8 Project-
Based housing, with the goals 
of optimizing maintenance and 
housing choice. Details on page 3!

Resident Special Events!
During recent months GRHC 
residents enjoyed a variety of 
special events and outings—
highlights of a family field day, 
Back-to-School Bash, trip to the 
ball park and veterans’ recognition 
event are on pages 4, 5, 7 and 8! 

Jean McKee Scholarship News
The GRHC is pleased to recognize 
the 2019 winners of our Jean 
McKee Resident Scholarship 
competition and offer information 
about how residents can apply for a 
2020 scholarship award.  
Details on page 6!

AUTUMN 2018

The GRHC has been awarded $1.4 million in 
federal Low-Income Housing Tax Credits which 
will be leveraged to fund construction of Antoine 
Court Apartments, a Section 8 Project-Based 
program development tailored to meet the housing 
and supportive needs of homeless veterans and other 
individuals who qualify for Permanent Supportive 
Housing. The GRHC currently administers 22 
HUD-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-
VASH) vouchers and plans to provide an additional 
28 vouchers that will help subsidize the planned 
development.

Antoine Court will be located on Division Avenue 
between Antoine Street SW and Delaware 
Street SW. The three-story structure will feature 
fifty 680-square-foot one-bedroom apartments, 
including five barrier-free units; all units will meet 
accessibility standards and be designed so that they 
can be converted to barrier free as needed. 

The development will include a Community Room 
as well as offices that will house management and 
Resident Services staff. Staff will work with the U.S. 

Department of Veterans Affairs as well as local health 
care and social service agencies to link residents with 
case management and other needed assistance. 

$1.4 Million LIHTC Award Will Support Antoine Court Apartments

GRAND RAPIDS HOUSING COMMISSION
 NEWS

Architect’s rendering of Antoine Court Apartments

Winter 2020

Construction of the $13.5 million development is 
scheduled to begin in spring 2020, and the facility 
is slated to open in summer 2021. Isaac V. Norris 
& Associates is the architect for this project and the 
general contractor is Triangle Associates.

Floor plan of a typical apartment at Antoine Court
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New Mainstream Vouchers
The GRHC has been awarded a 
$517,000 HUD grant to fund 77 
rental subsidies administered through 
the federal Mainstream Voucher 
program. Mainstream Vouchers offer 
a rental subsidy to support the housing 
needs of non-elderly persons who 
have disabilities; HUD defines “non-
elderly” as under age 62. The program 
is particularly targeted to disabled 
people who are transitioning out of 
institutional settings, at serious risk 
of institutionalization, homeless or at 
risk of becoming homeless, and our 
Section 8 Administrative Plan now 
includes a preference for this population. 

In addition to a rental housing subsidy, 
the Mainstream program provides 
supportive services coordinated by 
the GRHC’s on-staff social work 
professionals in collaboration with The 
Salvation Army, Disability Advocates, 
the Area Agency on Aging of Western 
Michigan and other partners that serve 
people who have disabilities. 

The new grant brings the total number 
of Mainstream Vouchers administered 
by the GRHC to 132. 

GRHC Accepting Applications for New 
Partner Developments

The GRHC administers Section 8 
Project-Based Vouchers at several 
developments operated by 
community partner organizations:
•	 501 Eastern Avenue (ICCF)
•	 Garfield Park Lofts (LINC UP)
•	 Harrison Park and Pine Avenue 

Apartments (Dwelling Place)
•	 Stockbridge Apartments (ICCF)

Applicants can get on waiting lists at 
https://grhc.apply4housing.com.

Be Counted in the U.S. Census!

                                                           The U.S. Census Bureau is getting ready to  
                                            conduct the 2020 Census and it is vitally important 
                                that everyone participates in this once-a-decade survey.

What is the census?
The census is the official count of all 
people living in the U.S., regardless of 
age, income or immigration status. It’s 
been done every 10 years since 1790.

What does the census ask?
The census asks for basic information 
such as name, sex, age, birth date and 
race/ethnicity. There is no citizenship 
question. To view a sample census 
form, visit 2020census.gov.

How the census benefits you
More than $675 billion in annual 
federal funds is allocated to 
communities across the country 
based on census numbers. Our 
community needs its share to provide 
important services, including health 
care, educational, transit and housing 
programs. Additionally, many business 
decisions, such as where to locate or 
expand, are informed by census data. 
Current information about population 
growth and demographic trends will 
have a major impact on what happens 
in Greater Grand Rapids in the future.

For each person counted as part of 
the 2020 census, about $18,000 is 
expected to flow into our community 
for vital services over the next 10 
years. That breaks down to $10,000 
for health care services, $2,600 for 
nutrition services, $2,000 for education 
and training programs, $1,600 
for housing and family assistance 
programs, $1,200 for transit programs, 
and $600 for a range of other services. 
That’s $18,000 for each and every 
person. The census is a big deal!

How to participate in the census 
Starting in mid-March, everyone in our 
community can complete the census 
online, by phone or by mail. The census 
takes about 10 minutes to complete. 

During April census workers will visit 
college campuses, senior centers and 
other venues where large groups of 
people live. Beginning in May, workers 
will also visit homes where residents 
haven’t responded to the census to 
ensure that everyone is counted.

The census and your privacy
The Census Bureau is bound by 
Title 13 of the U.S. Code to keep 
your information confidential. Under 
Title 13, the Census Bureau cannot 
release any identifiable information 
about you, your home, or your business, 
even to law enforcement agencies. The 
law ensures that your private data is 
protected and that your answers cannot 
be used against you by any government 
agency or court.

The answers you provide are 
confidential and used only to produce 
statistics. The Census Bureau is not 
permitted to publicly release your 
responses in any way that could 
identify you or anyone else in your 
home.

Don’t have access to a computer?
If you would like to submit the census 
online but don’t have a computer, visit 
one of the many Census Assistance 
Centers in Kent County. To find a center 
near you: http://becountedwestmi.org/
census-assistance-centers.
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RAD Conversion Update
Over the past several years the GRHC has worked to convert 
our underfunded Low-Income Public Housing (LIPH) units 
to Section 8 Project-Based housing through the HUD Rental 
Assistance Demonstration (RAD) program. The goal is to 
achieve the stable funding that will help us to attract private 
investment and meet critical maintenance needs.

The conversion of 20 Scattered Sites duplex units through 
the RAD program was finalized last fall. The GRHC will 
undertake $526,000 in improvements to these units, with 
funding provided through HUD Capital Fund program 
grants. Planned improvements include:
•	 Sewer	line	and	drainage	renovations
•	 Concrete	and	driveway	repairs
•	 Landscaping	improvements
•	 Lighting	improvements
•	 Kitchen	improvements,	including	new	flooring,	cabinets,	

counter tops, appliances
•	 Energy-	and	water-saving	improvements,	including	
programmable	thermostats,	“low-flow”	toilets,	water	heaters

•	 Exterior	and	storm	door	replacement
•	 New	roofing
•	 New	smoke	alarms	and	carbon	monoxide	detectors

Section 18 - Scattered Sites Conversions Planned
The GRHC 
plans to convert 
15 single-family 
Scattered Sites 
home ownership 
units that are 
currently part of 
our LIPH program 
to Section 8 
Project-Based 
housing through 
the HUD 
Section 18 - 

Scattered Sites program. Upon completion of conversion, 
current residents will be invited to purchase the unit they 
occupy; residents who do not wish to buy their home will 
receive a Section 8 rental subsidy and the unit will be offered 
to GRHC Family Self-Sufficiency program participants. 
Any units remaining will be offered to a qualified non-profit 
housing entity; our goal is to ensure that all units currently  
in our inventory remain affordable.

Streamlined Voluntary Conversion at Adams Park Apartments

With the goal of maximizing HUD support of Adams Park 
Apartments, the Housing Commission has decided to convert 
the 188-unit LIPH development to Section 8 Project-Based 
housing through the Section 18 Streamlined Voluntary 
Conversion program; Streamlined Voluntary Conversion 
offers significant funding advantages over the RAD program 
conversion originally planned for this development.

This spring the GRHC will apply for $1.07 million in 
federal Low-Income Housing Tax Credits to fund a 
$4.6 million renovation at Adams Park, which serves adults 
who have disabilities and seniors ages 62 and older. Planned 
improvements include boiler and trash compactor replacement, 
exterior	lighting	and	grounds	improvements,	vinyl	flooring	
replacement, roofing and window replacement or repairs, and 
new kitchen and bath cabinets and counter tops. Renovations 
will not require displacing residents from their homes.

Remaining LIPH Units Slated for Conversion to Section 8 Project-Based Housing

Public Hearing on the GRHC’s 2020-2024 Five-Year Plan and 
2020 Annual Plan Scheduled for March 17

The GRHC will hold a public hearing regarding our 
2020-2024 Five-Year Plan and 2020 Annual Agency 
Plan on Tuesday, March 17, at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Campau Commons Community Center located at 
821 South Division Avenue (Division at Franklin Street). 
The Five-Year Plan and Annual Plan outline our long-
and short-term goals and are the blueprint for Housing 
Commission activities in the coming years.

To view the plans online, please visit our website at  
www.grhousing.org/phaplan.html.
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Field Day at Campau Commons
Campau Commons families spent a fun early summer 
afternoon at our 2nd Annual Fathers & Field Day event held 
at the Campau Commons Community Center and hosted by 
the GRHC’s Resident Services team.

Many thanks to Main Street Association for providing 
musical entertainment and emceeing the event, to River City 
Scholars for offering prizes and lots of helpful information, to 
the members of the Fraternal Order of Police who passed out 
free concert tickets and to Bumblebee Ice Cream Carts for 
providing delicious ice cream treats.

Campau Commons families 
enjoy bubbles, games, ice 
cream, music and more 
during the 2nd Annual 
Fathers & Field Day event!  
Special thanks to Main 
Street Association for once 
again supporting this popular 
community get-together!

BBQ & Beautify at Campau Park

GRHC staff, Campau Commons Apartments residents and 
their neighbors joined forces with Friends of Grand Rapids 
Parks to clean up Campau Park during a summer “BBQ 
& Beautify” event that featured not only volunteer 
opportunities but also food and fun for everyone.

Thanks to Friends of Grand Rapids Parks and the incredible 
Campau Connections community service initiative, nearly 
100 volunteers participated in this worthwhile evening of 
good clean fun!
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USDA/GRPS Summer Meal Program Wraps with Back-to-School Bash
The Housing Commission thanks all who supported the 
USDA “Meet Up & Eat Up” Summer Meal program at the 
Campau Commons and Creston Plaza community centers! 
In addition to offering healthy and delicious weekday lunches 
to children ages 18 and under, the program dished up plenty 
of summer fun courtesy of an incredible team of GRHC 
Resident Services staff and dedicated community volunteers.

Meet Up & Eat Up wrapped with a mid-August “Back-to-
School Bash” at each development. More than 90 young 
residents enjoyed lunch along with games and crafts.

Many thanks to National 
Heritage Academies for 
donating backpacks, school 
supplies, ice cream and crafts!

BBQ & Beautify at Campau Park
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Jean McKee Resident 
Scholarship News

GRHC Human Resources Update

The GRHC is pleased to announce 
the winners of our 2019 Jean McKee 
Resident Scholarship competition:

Trudy Kallon is a graduate of Union 
High School. Trudy attends Columbia 
College as a Fashion Studies major.

Myonbe Thomas is a graduate of 
University Prep Academy. He is a 
Business major at Ferris State University.

2020 Scholarship Competition Is 
Underway—Application Materials Online!
The Jean McKee Resident Scholarship 
program offers college scholarship 
awards to residents of GRHC housing 
programs. The scholarship has a 
preference for recent high school 
graduates and participants in our 
Family Self-Sufficiency Program.

Winners receive $500 per year for up 
to four years for a total award of up to 
$2,000. Since the program’s inception, 
the GRHC has awarded a total of 
$39,000 in college scholarships!

For complete Jean McKee Resident 
Scholarship program information 
and application materials: 
www.grhousing.org.

ApplicAtion deAdline: MAy 12, 2020

Welcome, New Staff!

Jay Connor is the new Computer 
Network Systems Administrator for 
all GRHC offices. Jay has more than 
25 years of information technology 
experience, most recently as a 
consultant and Enterprise Solutions 
Architect for Guardian Cloud Services. 

Larissa Macklin is the new Office 
Assistant at Adams Park Apartments. 
Larissa started with the GRHC as a 
temporary employee; her collaborative 
style and customer service skills are a 
welcome addition to our team!

Alexandria Nix is a new Resident 
& Family Self-Sufficiency Services 
Specialist. She comes to the GRHC 
from Community Rebuilders where she 
was a Housing Resource Coordinator.  

Vickie Nystrom is a new Section 8 
Coordinator. Vickie comes to our 
agency from National Heritage 
Academies where she was a Grant 
Coordinator. 

Eric Turkaleski is a new Resident 
& Family Self-Sufficiency Services 
Specialist. Eric comes to the GRHC 
from The Salvation Army where he was 
an Energy Assistance Case Specialist.

Allison Wenk, LLMSW, is a new 
Resident & Family Self-Sufficiency 
Services Specialist. Prior to joining our 
team, Allison was a Family Service 
Coordinator with Family Promise. 

Siobhan Williams, LLMSW, is a new 
Resident & Family Self-Sufficiency 
Services Specialist. Siobhan comes 
to the GRHC from Berrien Mental 
Health Authority where she was a 
Home-Based Therapist. 

2019 Jean McKee Resident Scholarship 
winners Myonbe Thomas and Trudy Kallon 
with GRHC President Bobbie Butler.

Staff Promotions!

Brooke Allen is the new Asset Manager 
for Adams Park Apartments, Hope 
Community Rapid Re-Housing 
Program and some of our Scattered 
Sites units. Brooke has been with the 
GRHC for ten years and has worked as 
a Resident Services Specialist, Housing 
Assistant and Section 8 Coordinator. 

Wanda Couch is the new Lead Resident 
Services & Family Self-Sufficiency 
Specialist. Wanda has been with the 
GRHC for four years and is a limited 
license psychologist.

Celebrating 30 Years of Service!

Linda Bigelow (left) and Toni Coristine are 
congratulated by GRHC Executive Director 
Carlos Sanchez.

Financial Manager Linda Bigelow and 
Asset Manager Toni Coristine recently 
celebrated 30 years of service with the 
GRHC! Many thanks to both of these 
exceptional managers for all they have 
done to support our residents and 
agency over the past three decades!

Lisa Barber Retires
Financial Analyst 
Lisa Barber retired 
this past summer 
after more than 
20 years with 
the Housing 
Commission. Lisa’s 
retirement plans include working with 
her church and relaxing in the great 
outdoors. We wish her well as she 
embarks on new retirement adventures!
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Senior Residents Enjoy an Afternoon at Fifth Third Ballpark!

Residents of GRHC senior 
communities enjoyed a fun summer 
excursion to Fifth Third Ballpark. Many 
thanks to the park for providing our 
group with discounted tickets, and a 
tip of the cap to our amazing Resident 
Services team for organizing and 
coordinating this fun special event!

Section 8 Homeownership Program 
Orientation Meetings Scheduled

The GRHC’s Section 8 
Homeownership program offers 
eligible Housing Choice Voucher 
recipients the opportunity to use 
their monthly housing subsidy 
toward a home mortgage payment 
rather than rental expenses. To 
learn more, attend one of four 
scheduled orientation sessions; 
all orientations will be held at: 
Wyoming Public Library
3350 Michael Ave. SW, Wyoming

Orientation Dates/Times:
3/17/20, 2 p.m. 9/15/20, 2 p.m.
6/16/20, 2 p.m. 12/15/20, 2 p.m.

For eligibility information and 
additional program details: 
grhousing.org/homeowner.html.

A good time was had by 
all! Kudos to the GRHC 
Resident Services staff who 
organized this outing, 
including Laura Oesch  
and Kathy Monroe 
(pictured above), and event 
photographer Erin Shibley!
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Thank You, Community Partners!GRHC Resident Veterans Honored

GRHC staff and community 
partner organizations were proud 
to host a mid-November event 
honoring Housing Commission 
residents who have served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces. Held in the 
Sheldon Apartments Community 
Room, the event included a 
presentation by the Innovation 
Central High School Junior 
ROTC, resource information, 
and awards presentations.

Many thanks to the 26 resident 
veterans who gave us the 
opportunity to thank them for their bravery and service.

Thanks also to Morgan Wright from Health Care Associates/
Community Care Givers for organizing the program and 
providing recognition pins and certificates, and to Hugo 
Carmona from Comcast for donating gift bags and door prizes.

GRHC Resident Services 
Specialist Maria Lara shows 
the veteran recognition 
certificates awarded to 
Sheldon Apartments resident 
Ernest John Walker. 

Grand Rapids 
Police Department 
Community Policing 
Officer J.P. Guerrero 
receives a certificate 
of appreciation from 
GRHC Resident 
Services Specialist 
Kathy Monroe.

Association for the Blind &  
 Visually Impaired
Hugo Carmona, Comcast
Family Outreach Center
Forgotten Seniors
Grand Rapids Police Dept.
Margaret Jager,  
 Adams Park volunteer
Home Instead Senior Care
Kent Co. Community Action
Kent School Services Network

Living Solutions
Meals on Wheels of  
 Western Michigan
National Heritage Academies
Patriot Agency
River City Schools
Samaritas
St. Luke AME Zion Church
James Trimble, Sheldon  
 Apartments Pantry donor
Two Men and a Truck

Many thanks to the community partners who joined 
GRHC staff for our annual November “Thanks for Giving” 
recognition event:

Thanks also to all of the organizations and volunteers who 
donated time, talents, goods and services to brighten the 
winter holidays for our residents. Your amazing support and 
generosity are greatly appreciated!


